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MISSION: The mission of the Dominican Center for Women, Inc. (DCW) is to “partner with the community to maintain and enhance a beautiful, stable, healthy and safe neighborhood consisting of residents who are community-minded and are striving to be meaningfully educated and employed.” Since 1995, DCW has provided education and housing programs, as well as a platform for the development of a community organization comprised of residents who work together to solve problems affecting neighborhood education, healthy affordable housing, and safety. 
STATEMENT OF NEED: The Amani neighborhood is located in Milwaukee’s 53206 zip code.  The University of Wisconsin Center for Economic Development describes this neighborhood as "the epicenter of social and economic disadvantage in Milwaukee”.  96.6 % of Amani residents are African-American and more than 80% of employed families live in poverty or near poverty. Poverty has increased by 21.7% and median household income decreased from $27,715 to $22,962 from 2000-2012 according to U.S. Census figures.  The unemployment rate for women is 49.7% and 63.7% for men.  30% of the homes are owner-occupied and much of the housing stock requires extensive rehabilitation.  Foreclosed homes and vacant lots mar 25% of the residential landscape.  The neighborhood has the lowest performing schools and lowest high school graduation rates in the city.  Violent crime rates are among the highest in the city. 

These statistics are frequently used to demonstrate a need for funding programs in Milwaukee, but funds and resources historically were rarely allocated to the Amani neighborhood.  Consequently, residents feel neglected by public officials. As part of its community building efforts, DCW works with residents to ensure that critical resources will serve Amani residents and be located in the Amani neighborhood. 

PROGRAMS: Since 1995, more than 500 Amani residents participated in the DCW Adult Education programs. DCW successfully prepared 10 students to pass their GED tests in 2013. The new 2014 GED is completely computerized. During 2014, DCW witnessed a dramatic increase in students from 30 to 82 students.  Five students successfully passed the GED in 2014 and 9 students qualified to take the GED test.  This is in contrast to a statewide 90% drop in successful GED candidates and reports from other literacy centers that witnessed huge student drops in their classrooms. 

DCW’s Housing Program in collaboration with the City of Milwaukee (NIP) provides low-income homeowners with healthy, safe homes to raise their families.  The DCW executive director, housing coordinator, rehab specialist and contractors keep homeowners actively involved in the rehab process. 

In 2012, the Dominican Center was designated the lead community anchor for the Building Neighborhood Capacity Program (BNCP).  BNCP is part of the White House Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative to 1) address poverty and underlying critical and interlocking issues of education, employment, housing, health and safety in distressed neighborhoods; and 2) design and implement a resident-led revitalization plan that is a) coordinated and place-based; b) data and results-driven to facilitate monitoring and evaluation, and c) flexible to adapt to changing conditions. Milwaukee is one of four cities selected from 30 nationwide applicants. In selecting DCW, the U.S. Department of Justice noted DCW’s commitment to involving residents in decision-making and acting upon their concerns and preferences. BNCP connects residents, local organization, civic leaders, and the public and private sectors as partners; engages and empowers residents; and catalyzes community-driven change in distressed neighborhoods. 

Dominican Center for Women, Inc.


2470 W. Locust St., Milwaukee, WI  53206


414-444-9930               FAX: 414-444-4401


www.dominican-center.org �


Patricia Rogers, OP, Executive Director








