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     Dozens of residents and volunteers 
came together on Sept. 28 to give an entire 
block in Amani a fresh start for fall.
     As part of their seven days of service for 
their 175th anniversary, the Archdiocese 
of Milwaukee teamed up with the Domin-
ican Center and Milwaukee Habitat for 
Humanity to clean up debris, pull weeds, 
plant fall flowers and complete minor 
home repairs for a block on N. 24th Place, 
near the Dominican Center.
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GENEROUS
DONORS

  Thank you to our

The Dominican Center is 
grateful for the generous sup-
port of our donors. Your dona-
tions make a difference in the 
lives of the residents of the 
Amani neighborhood. During 
the past several months, DC 
received grants from the fol-
lowing organizations:

• Anonymous
• Theodore P Banasik  
     Revocable Trust
• Catholic Campaign for  
     Human Development 
• Ralph Evinrude Family     
     Foundation
• Hephatha Lutheran Church
• Impact 100 Greater  
     Milwaukee
• Jewish Women’s  
     Endowment Fund
• Motor Castings Foundation
• Northwestern Mutual  
     Foundation
• St. James Parish
• St. John Vianney  
     Congregation
• Three Holy Women  
     Congregation
• Mary P. Wuerst Trust

NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION 

DC, Milwaukee Archdiocese 
and Habitat for Humanity 
work to beautify Amani

Let’s Rock the Block!

FOR MORE: To see more photos 
from Rock the Block, see Page 4



ummer is gone, and the 
winter months are ahead.

     If we can predict the events 
of the seasons why could we not 

predict the harm 
done to Earth 
over these many 
years of neglect 
and abuse? 
How can we not 
invest all the re-
sources needed 
to heal Earth 
when the lives 
of our children/
youth depend on 
Earth for life?
     A question 
was asked in a 
City community 
planning meet-
ing a week ago. 

What is wrong in your commu-
nity and what do you like about 
your community? The adults at 
the table where I sat talked on and 
on about what was wrong. One of 
the teens at the table said she had 
been afraid to do anything in her 
community for 15 years. What I 
like about my community is the 
positive change I see happening 
in teens. She explained, teens are 
talking to teens about violence 
and I am starting to see a positive 
change in their actions.
     Join the Dominican Center 
in listening to the youth in our 
communities. They have heard 
enough from us and seen our 
limited and failed results. Pledge 
today to listen to the teens in 
your church, neighborhood, 
school and family. Their future 
depends on our actions; there-
fore, our youth deserve to give us 
input. 
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DOMINICAN CENTER STAFF NEWS

DC Welcomes Organizer, Office Manager
     The Dominican Center has wel-
comed Organizer Camille Mays 
(pictured on the right), who will 
focus on housing in Amani. She 
brings years of community engage-
ment and organization to the table.
     In addition, DC is happy to 
add new Office Manager Towanda 
Perkins (pictured on the left) to 
the team. Her experience comes 
from her years of work with local 
community organizations.

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM UPDATES

Your donations aid us in our mission of building a better future in 
Amani. Visit: www.dominican-center.org/make-a-donation.html

DONATE TO THE DOMINICAN CENTER TODAY

Enrollment Up 39% from Last Fall

Do you want to be a tutor? Or are 
you looking for free adult education 
classes with one-on-one tutor sup-
port? For more info email Education 
Coordinator Barbara Wells at  
barbara@dominican-center.org  
or call her at (414) 444-9930.

     Enrollment in the Dominican 
Center’s Adult Education program has 
jumped from 17 students at this time 
last year to 28 students this year. 
    Dominican Center tutors partner 
with MATC staff to provide free testing 
for the Test for Adult Basic Education 
(TABE) and provide classes for adults 
to learn basic academic skills necessary 
for a referral to the General Education 
Diploma (GED) or High School Equiva-
lency Diploma (HSED) programs.
     Over the summer term, nine students 
took the introductory TABE test, six of 
them qualified for the GED practice test, 
four took the practice test, and two are 
GED ready this term.
     Education Coordinator Barbara Wells 
has taken on the task of preparing both 
students and volunteer tutors for the 
skills they need for testing. 
     “Tutors have taken a sample TABE test 
so they know exactly what students have 
to go through to get to the next level,” she 

Education Coordinator Barbara Wells 
talks with volunteer tutors at the  
Dominican Center before the fall term.“       Join the 

Dominican 
Center in 
listening to the 
youth in our  
communities.”
- Sr. Patricia  
Rogers, OP
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LEAD EDUCATION

     Dominican Center Executive 
Director Sr. Patricia Rogers, OP, 
and NAACP Milwaukee Branch 
President Fred Royal held an 
On the Table MKE talk based 
on Richard Rothstein’s book The 
Color of Law on Oct. 10 at Wis-
consin Black Historical Society.
     On the Table MKE is a region-
wide forum to engage people in 
meaningful conversation and 
actions to improve the quality of 
life for all in the community.
     More than 30 people gath-
ered to discuss three topics: The 
“greatness” of America; laws that 
created and maintain ghettos, res-
ervations and urban communi-
ties; and the social crisis of people 
of color as a government creation 
with reparations in order.Hydroponics Installed at Local Schools
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Aldermen, Health Commissioner Voice Support 
for Lead-Free Children at COLE Lead-Free Summit
     The Dominican Center, along with 
other community organizations that com-
prise the Coalition on Lead Emergency, 
continued the conversation on the dan-
gers of lead at the Lead-Free Summit, held 
Sept. 26 at Hephatha Lutheran Church.
     Members of COLE brought together 
not only organizations and residents, but 
Aldermen Jose Perez, Ashanti Hamilton, 
Russell Stamper, Nik Kovac and Mark 

Borkowski, Representative Kalan Hay-
wood II, as well as Milwaukee Health 
Commissioner, Jeanette Kowalik, to voice 
their support for the Birthing Moms’ 
Proposal, which would give each moth-
er in Milwaukee a lead education kit, 
including a water filter.
     “By providing this birthing kit ... we 
can educate parents about lead,” said 
Commissioner Kowalik.

     Three Amani elementary schools will soon be 
growing their own fresh produce year-round.
     The Dominican Center, with funds from the 
Jewish Women’s Endowment, installed hydro-
ponic grow boxes at Auer Avenue School, Gwen 
T. Jackson Elementary School and Hopkins/Lloyd 
Community School. DC team members Octavia 
Parker and Wesley Landry also taught teachers 
and students the basics of hydroponics, a type of 
indoor gardening that uses no soil and is sustain-
able year-round.

DC Community Organizer Octavia Parker and Housing Rehab Specialist Wesley 
Landry install a hydroponic grow box at Auer Avenue School.

ON THE TABLE MKE
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